DOG VACCINATIONS AND OTHER DISEASES
D = Distemper:
This is a nasty virus that is highly contagious, occurs worldwide, and at one time was the leading cause of death in puppies.
Young puppies are more susceptible to the virus then adult dogs. You may see signs of an upper respiratory infection with a
high fever. The dog may also have neurological signs. This disease is usually fatal.
H = Hepatitis, Adenovirus-1 or -2:
These vaccines either contain Adenovirus-1 or -2. There is cross-protection between the viruses i.e. a vaccine containing
Adenovirus-1 protects against Adenovirus-2 and vice versa.
Adenovirus-2 causes Infectious Canine Hepatitis. This is spread by contact with the urine and feces of infected animals. The
virus causes liver and kidney damage. Animals that survive may have chronic illness. Symptoms include but are not limited to:
fever, lethargy, anorexia, abdominal pain, and bloody diarrhea.
P = Parvovirus:
This virus attacks the intestinal tract and causes severe vomiting and diarrhea. Parvo is highly contagious and dogs contract
the virus through contact with an infected animal’s stools. Without treatment dogs become dehydrated and weak and often
die. This virus is very common and puppies who are not properly vaccinated are often afflicted.
P (or Pi) = Parainfluenza:
This is a virus that causes an upper respiratory infection. Dogs usually contract the disease through contact with nasal
secretions of infected dogs.
L = Leptospirosis
This disease affects the liver and kidneys and is deadly. Animals with this disease are contagious to other animals and
humans. A positive dog should be isolated and the caregiver should wear protective clothing and gloves. The disease is spread
through contact with urine of infected animals. Dogs with leptospirosis may show signs of lethargy, dehydration, jaundice,
and fever.
Bordetella or Kennel Cough:
This is an upper respiratory infection also known as kennel cough. This infection is usually not fatal but is a pain to get rid of.
The infection can spread quickly through boarding and grooming facilities and any place dogs congregate. The vaccination can
be in the form of a nasal spray or injection.
Rabies:
This is a fatal disease that can infect humans. The classic symptoms include apprehension, anxiety, biting or snapping at
random, and frothing at the mouth. The virus is passed in saliva typically acquired through a bite wound or by eating an
infected animal. Cats and dogs show clinical signs but many other mammals can carry the virus without showing clinical signs.
Heartworm:
Heartworm is a worm of the heart. Typical dog heartworm symptoms are exercise intolerance, cough, breathing difficulties,
enlargement of the liver, temporary loss of consciousness due to poor blood flow to the brain, fluid accumulation in the
abdominal cavity, weight loss, loss of stamina and death. The signs are far less severe in cats and the treatment simpler.
There are monthly treatments that also prevent both heartworm and other parasites.

